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chapter 5

This chapter provides a brief snapshot of the Marine Corps today. It includes a 
brief description of our Marines’ demographics, our fiscal posture, and the age of some 
key equipment. As such it gives some insight into the resources that we fuse together to 
create one of the world’s premier fighting forces.



USMC CONCEPTS & PROGRAMS 2008

Officer Accessions in Fiscal Year 2007

Type Number

United States Naval Academy 215

I NROTC 244 I
Platoon Leaders Course 674

I Officer Candidate Course 517 I
MECEP 115

I ECP 56 I
MCP 16

I Warrant Officer Program 268 I
Other 7

TOl,11 2,112

Officer Age Distribution

Age Number Percent

2l 40 0.20%

I 22 511 2.59% I
23 807 4.09%

I 24 913 4.63% I
25 1,005 5.10%

I 26 1,005 5.l0% I
27 984 4.99%

I 28 935 4.74% I
29 895 4.54%

I 30 851 4.32% I
31-35 4,359 22.12%

I 36-40 4,184 21.23% I
41+ 3,220 16.34%

Total 19,709 100.00')10

270..



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

chapter 5  marine corps almanac 

officer Grade Distribution 

Rank Number Percent 

WO1 232 1.18% 

CWO2 758 3.85% 

CWO3 540 2.74% 

CWO4 272 1.38% 

CWO5 87 0.44% 

2ndLt 3,009 15.27% 

1stLt 2,941 14.92% 

Capt 5,602 28.42% 

Maj 3,632 18.43% 

LtCol 1,853 9.40% 

Col 699 3.55% 

Gen 84 0.43% 

Total 19,709 100.00% 
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officer occupational Field Distribution 

Primary 
MOS Code Description 

Female 
Officer 

Male 
Officer 

Total 
Officer 

01 Personnel & Admin 173 542 715 

02 Intelligence 49 999 1,048 

03 Infantry 0 2,218 2,218 

04 Logistics 156 1,266 1,422 

06 C2 Systems 80 1,008 1,088 

08 Field Artillery 0 832 832 

09 Training 1 32 33 

11 Utilities 2 40 42 

13 Engineer 38 533 571 

18 Tank & AAV 0 325 325 

21 Ordnance 1 133 134 

23 Ammunition & EOD 2 108 110 

26 SIGINT 1 32 33 

28 Grd. Electronics Maint. 4 103 107 

30 Supply Admin. & Ops. 74 601 675 

31 Traffic Mgt. 4 24 28 

33 Food Service 3 34 37 

34 Financial Mgt. 37 308 345 

35 Motor Transport 2 99 101 

41 Marine Corps Community Services 4 8 12 

43 Public Affairs 33 107 140 

44 Legal Services 61 455 516 

46 Combat Camera 3 16 19 

48 Recruiting 0 16 16 

55 Music 1 20 21 

57 NBC 1 109 110 

58 MP & Corrections 17 206 223 

59 Electronics Maint. 3 69 72 

60 Aircraft Maint. 19 385 404 

63 Avionics (OMA) 2 123 125 

64 Avionics (IMA) 0 1 1 

65 Aviation Ordnance 2 85 87 

66 Aviation Logistics 25 232 257 

68 METOC Services 1 30 31 

70 Airfield Services 2 37 39 

72 Air C2 51 481 532 

73 Navigation Officer 0 15 15 

75 Pilot/NFOs 155 5,345 5,500 

80 Acquisitions 128 1,597 1,725 

Total 1,135 18,574 19,709 

272



CHAPTER 5 MARINE CORPS ALMANAC

Officer Gender Distribution

Female

Male

Number

1,135

18,574

Percent

5.76%

94.24% I
Total 19,709 100.00%

Officer Grade by Gender

Rank # Male % Male # Female % Female Total

WOI 223 1.20% 9 0.79% 232

I CW02 704 3.79% 54 4.76% 758 I
CW03 510 2.75% 30 2.64% 540

I CW04 261 1.41% II 0.97% 272 I
CW05 82 0.44% 5 0.44% 87

I 2ndLt 2,775 14.94% 234 20.62% 3,009 I
lstLt 2,699 14.53% 242 21.32% 2,941

I Capt 5,222 28.11% 380 33.48% 5,602 I
Maj 3,526 18.98% 106 9.34% 3,632

I LtCol 1,812 9.76% 41 3.61% 1,853 I
Col 679 3.66% 20 1.76% 699

I Gen 81 0.44% 3 0.26% 84 I
Total 18,574 1,135 19,709

Officer Marine Families

Civilian
Spouses

12,684

Military
Spouses

839

273•

Children/
Other Dependents

20,957
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Enlisted Accessions

Active accessions

Reserve accessions

35,603

5,289

Total 40,892

Enlisted Age Distribution

Age Number Percent

17 530 0.32%

I 18 9,979 5.98% I
19 17,006 10.20%

I 20 20,353 12.20% I
21 22,032 13.21%

I 22 19,372 11.62% I
23 13,666 8.19%

I 24 10,161 6.09% I
25 8,181 4.91 %

I 26-30 23,656 14.18% I
31-35 11,548 6.92%

I 36-40 6,955 4.17% I
41+ 3,342 2.00%

Total 166,781 100.00%
I
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enlisted Grade Distribution 

Rank Number Percent 

Pvt 15,824 9.49% 

PFC 21,015 12.60% 

LCpl 38,917 23.33% 

Cpl 36,076 21.63% 

Sgt 27,669 16.59% 

SSgt 14,021 8.41% 

GySgt 8,076 4.84% 

1stSgt/MSgt 3,618 2.17% 

SgtMaj/MGySgt 1,565 0.94% 

Total 166,781 100.00% 
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enlisted occupational Field Distribution 

Primary 
MOS Code Description 

Female 
Enlisted 

Male 
Enlisted Total 

01 Personnel & Admin 1,648 6,754 8,402 

02 Intelligence 226 2,244 2,470 

03 Infantry 0 33,665 33,665 

04 Logistics 415 3,378 3,793 

05 MAGTF Plans 24 295 319 

06 Communications 982 11,528 12,510 

08 Field Artillery 0 4,138 4,138 

11 Utilities 265 2,421 2,686 

13 Engineer 200 7,410 7,610 

18 Tank & AAV 0 2,495 2,495 

21 Ordnance 58 3,904 3,962 

23 Ammunition & EOD 174 1,856 2,030 

26 SIGINT 237 2,037 2,274 

28 Grd. Electonics Maint. 90 3,802 3,892 

30 Supply Admin & Ops 1,231 5,556 6,787 

31 Traffic Mgt. 121 530 651 

33 Food Service 311 2,030 2,341 

34 Financial Mgt. 175 1,086 1,261 

35 Motor Transport 568 12,127 12,695 

41 Marine Corps Community Service 15 140 155 

43 Public Affairs 108 365 473 

44 Legal Services 115 454 569 

46 Visual Information (Combat Camera) 85 361 446 

55 Music 169 813 982 

57 NBC 71 941 1,012 

58 MP & Correction 308 3,624 3,932 

59 Electronics Maint. 88 1,529 1,617 

60 Aircraft Maint. 373 4,841 5,214 

61 Aircraft Maint. Helo/Tiltrotor 135 5,316 5,451 

62 Aircraft Maint. Fixed wing 100 3,816 3,916 

63 Avionics (OMA) 261 3,331 3,592 

64 Avionics (IMA) 210 2,380 2,590 

65 Aviation Ordnance 176 2,487 2,663 

66 Aviation Logistics 396 1,715 2,111 

68 METOC Services 21 318 339 

70 Airfield Services 206 2,100 2,306 

72 Air C2 92 1,798 1,890 

73 Enlisted Flight Crew 8 279 287 

80 Acquisitions 826 10,387 11,213 

84 Category “B” 8 491 499 

89 ID & Reporting 79 1,464 1,543 

Total 10,575 156,206 166,781 
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Enlisted Gender Distribution

I
Female

Male

Number

10,575

156,206

Percent

6.34%

93.66% I

Total 166,781 100%

Enlisted Grade by Gender

Rank :# Male % Male :# Female % Female Total

Pvt 14,938 9.56% 886 8.38% 15,824

I PFC 19,563 12.52% 1,452 13.73% 21,015 I
LCpl 36,499 23.37% 2,418 22.87% 38,917

I Cpl 33,538 21.47% 2,538 24.00% 36,076 I
Sgt 25,898 16.58% 1,771 16.75% 27,669

I SSgt 13,211 8.46% 810 7.66% 14,021 I
GySgt 7,629 4.88% 447 4.23% 8,076

IlstSgt/MSgt .3,425 2.19% 193 1.83% 3,618 I
SgtMaj/MGySgt 1,505 0.96% 60 0.57% 1,565

Total 156,206 10,575 166,781

Enlisted Marine Families

Civilian

Spouses

63,732

Military

Spouses

6,664

278-

Children/

Other Dependents

76,931



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

chapter 5  marine corps almanac 

e
n

lis
te

d
 r

ac
ia

l a
n

d
 G

en
d

er
 D

is
tr

ib
u

ti
o

n

R
an

k 
W

hi
te

 
Fe

m
al

e 
W

hi
te

 
M

al
e 

B
la

ck
 

Fe
m

al
e 

B
la

ck
 

M
al

e 
H

is
pa

ni
c

Fe
m

al
e 

H
is

pa
ni

c
M

al
e 

O
th

er
Fe

m
al

e 
O

th
er

M
al

e 
To

ta
l 

P
vt

 
69

1 
11

,6
21

 
13

0 
1,

29
1 

29
 

1,
20

1 
36

 
82

5 
15

,8
24

 

P
FC

 
1,

02
2 

14
,9

69
 

20
4 

1,
51

5 
11

4 
1,

73
9 

11
2 

1,
34

0 
21

,0
15

 

LC
pl

 
1,

48
3 

26
,2

33
 

29
1 

2,
45

2 
41

6 
3,

98
4 

22
8 

3,
83

0 
38

,9
17

 

C
pl

 
1,

44
7 

22
,6

95
 

33
8 

2,
67

7 
48

0 
4,

35
9 

27
3 

3,
80

7 
36

,0
76

 

Sg
t 

83
8 

15
,7

96
 

32
4 

3,
44

7 
39

6 
4,

32
2 

21
3 

2,
33

3 
27

,6
69

 

SS
gt

 
35

0 
7,

65
9 

20
1 

2,
32

0 
16

7 
2,

21
5 

92
 

1,
01

7 
14

,0
21

 

G
yS

gt
 

17
9 

4,
55

2 
15

0 
1,

47
8 

78
 

1,
06

3 
40

 
53

6 
8,

07
6 

1s
tS

gt
/M

Sg
t 

88
 

1,
96

0 
73

 
86

3 
24

 
38

2 
8 

22
0 

3,
61

8 

Sg
tM

aj
/M

G
yS

gt
 

27
 

84
3 

21
 

45
0 

9 
13

4 
3 

78
 

1,
56

5 

To
ta

l 
6,

12
5 

10
6,

32
8 

1,
73

2 
16

,4
93

 
1,

71
3 

19
,3

99
 

1,
00

5 
13

,9
86

 
16

6,
78

1 

279



Chapter 5  marine corps almanac

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

U S M C  C o n C e p t S  &  p r o g r a M S  2 0 0 8  

selected marine corps reserve officer age Distribution 

Age Number Percent 

60 3 0.09% 

58 2 0.06% 

56 1 0.03% 

54 5 0.15% 

52 32 0.97% 

50 50 1.52% 

48 96 2.91% 

46 138 4.18% 

44 176 5.33% 

42 213 6.46% 

40 206 6.24% 

38 232 7.03% 

36 177 5.37% 

34 119 3.61% 

32 100 3.03% 

30 58 1.76% 

28 39 1.18% 

26 11 0.33% 

24 1 0.03% 

59 2 0.06% 

57 2 0.06% 

55 2 0.06% 

53 32 0.97% 

51 42 1.27% 

49 78 2.36% 

47 95 2.88% 

45 138 4.18% 

43 213 6.46% 

41 206 6.24% 

39 206 6.24% 

37 197 5.97% 

35 175 5.30% 

33 114 3.46% 

31 62 1.88% 

29 56 1.70% 

27 14 0.42% 

25 2 0.06% 

23 4 0.12% 

Total 3,299 100.00% 
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selected marine corps reserve officer Grade Distribution 

Rank Number Percent 

WO1 21 0.64% 

CWO2 146 4.43% 

CWO3 92 2.79% 

CWO4 61 1.85% 

CWO5 20 0.61%

 2ndLt 22 0.67%

 1stLt 22 0.67%

 Capt 518 15.70%

 Maj 954 28.92%

 LtCol 1070 32.43%

 Col 363 11.00% 

B Gen 6 0.18% 

M Gen 4 0.12% 

Total 3,299 100.00% 
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selected marine corps reserve officer occupational Field Distribution 

Primary 
MOS Code Description 

Female 
Enlisted 

Male 
Enlisted Total 

01 Personnel & Admin 54 83 137 

02 Intelligence 15 217 232 

03 Infantry 0 399 399 

04 logistics 40 219 259 

05 MAGTF Plans 0 1 1 

06 Communications 12 158 170 

08 Field Artillery 0 184 184 

11 Utilities 0 10 10 

13 Engineer 3 119 122 

18 Tank & AAV 0 86 86 

21 Ordnance 0 9 9 

23 Ammunition & EOD 0 8 8 

25 Network Mgt. 0 6 6 

26 SIGINT 0 2 2 

28 Grd. Electronics Maint. 0 12 12 

30 Supply Admin & Ops. 9 122 131 

31 Traffic Mgt. 0 1 1 

33 Food Service 0 3 3 

34 Financial Mgt. 4 29 33 

35 Motor Transport 0 18 18 

40 Data Systems 0 2 2 

43 Public Affairs 8 17 25 

44 Legal Services 10 177 187 

46 Combat Camera 0 1 1 

57 NBC 0 35 35 

58 MP and Corrections 6 37 43 

59 Electronics Maint. 0 2 2 

60 Aircraft Maint. 2 47 49 

63 Aircraft Maint. Helo/Tiltrotor 1 7 8 

65 Aircraft Maint. Fixed Wing 0 9 9 

66 Aviation Logistics 3 25 28 

68 METOC SVS 0 1 1 

70 Airfield Services 0 6 6 

72 Air C2 9 99 108 

73 Navigation Officer 0 4 4 

75 Pilots/Naval Flight Officers 10 616 626 

80 Acquisitions 18 323 341 

99 ID and Reporting 0 1 1 

Total 204 3,095 3,299 
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selected marine corps reserve enlisted age Distribution 

Age Number Percent 

58 2 0.01% 

57 3 0.01% 

56 4 0.01% 

55 7 0.02% 

54 5 0.01% 

53 10 0.03% 

52 4 0.01% 

51 17 0.05% 

50 24 0.07% 

49 23 0.07% 

48 38 0.11% 

47 54 0.15% 

46 61 0.17% 

45 82 0.23% 

44 96 0.27% 

43 127 0.36% 

42 149 0.42% 

41 175 0.50% 

40 203 0.58% 

39 216 0.61% 

38 252 0.72% 

37 299 0.85% 

36 328 0.93% 

35 307 0.87% 

34 333 0.95% 

33 392 1.11% 

32 454 1.29% 

31 538 1.53% 

30 709 2.01% 

29 732 2.08% 

28 966 2.74% 

27 1269 3.60% 

26 1731 4.92% 

25 2507 7.12% 

24 3467 9.85% 

23 3969 11.27% 

22 4025 11.43% 

21 3893 11.06% 

20 3499 9.94% 

19 2822 8.01% 

18 1361 3.86% 

17 61 0.17% 

Total 35,214 100.00% 
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selected marine corps reserve enlisted Grade Distribution 

Rank Number Percent 

Pvt 2100 5.96% 

PFC 3753 10.66% 

LCpl 15075 42.81% 

Cpl 5890 16.73% 

Sgt 4668 13.26% 

SSgt 1928 5.48% 

GySgt 1131 3.21% 

1stSgt/MSgt 486 1.38% 

SgtMaj/MGySgt 183 0.52% 

Total 35,214 100.00% 
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selected marine corps reserve enlisted occupational Field Distribution 

Primary Female Male 
MOS Code Description Enlisted Enlisted Total 

01 Personnel & Admin 358 1280 1638 

02 Intelligence 26 454 480 

03 Infantry 0 8024 8024 

04 Logistics 115 1046 1161 

05 MAGTF Plans 5 46 51 

06 Communications 133 2994 3127 

08 Field Artillery 0 1266 1266 

11 Utilities 71 659 730 

13 Engineer 111 2882 2993 

18 Tank & AAV 0 708 708 

21 Ordnance 13 874 887 

23 Ammunition & EOD 42 450 492 

25 Network Mgt. 0 1 1 

26 SIGINT 9 29 38 

28 Grd. Electronics Maint. 8 652 660 

30 Supply Admin & Ops. 232 1206 1438 

31 Traffic Mgt. 42 107 149 

33 Food Service 45 557 602 

34 Financial Mgt. 5 28 33 

35 Motor Transport 144 3855 3999 

40 Data Systems 0 2 2 

43 Public Affairs 7 19 26 

44 Legal Services 3 12 15 

46 Combat Camera 6 11 17 

55 Music 0 1 1 

57 NBC 9 191 200 

58 MP and Corrections 41 789 830 

59 Electronics Maint. 2 103 105 

60 Aircraft Maint. 29 385 414 

61 Aircraft Maint Helo/Tiltrotor 9 433 442 

62 Aircraft Maint. Fixed Wing 3 269 272 

63 Avionics (OMA) 14 210 224 

64 Avionics (IMA) 5 168 173 

65 Aviation Ordnance 7 222 229 

66 Aviation Supply 38 231 269 

68 METOC Services 8 49 57 

70 Airfield Services 39 305 344 

72 Air C2 23 215 238 

73 Enlisted  Flight Crew 1 43 44 

80 Acquisitions 112 2433 2545 

84 Category “B” 2 36 38 

89 4 224 228 

99 ID and reporting 2 22 24 

Total 1,723 33,491 35,214 
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Marine Corps Procurement Summary ($ in Millions)
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marine corps aviation combat element average equipment ageMarine Corps Aviation Combat Element 
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appenDiX a  Other Supporting programs 

Marine Corps eMbassy seCurity Group

In few places can the effect of the 
‘Strategic Corporal’ be more readily seen 
than with the Marine Security Guard 
who stands alone at Post One, responsible 
for safeguarding the nation’s secrets and  
protecting the hundreds of unarmed 
American civilians within his or her  
diplomatic facility.

Dedicated and versatile, Marine Se-
curity Guards have proven themselves 
invaluable, and the need for them con-
tinues to grow. Marines currently stand 
post at 149 embassies and consulates in 
133 countries, and detachments are set to 
commence operations at ten additional 
posts in the coming decade.

Overarching this global array of de-
tachments is the Marine Corps Embassy 
Security Group (MCESG). MCESG works 
closely with the Department of State’s 
Diplomatic Security Service at every level, 
with both their training and operational 
arms, to ensure that each embassy guard 
is ready and equipped for the challenges 
they are likely to face. 

MCESG evolved from the Marine 
Security Guard Battalion (MSG Bn) which 
first provided Marines to diplomatic fa-
cilities in 1949 with the primary mission 
of safeguarding our nation’s classified in-
formation. The primary mission has not 

changed, but the ‘can-do’ spirit that pre-
pared embassy guards for their mission at 
the program’s outset was augmented by 
a formal training program in the 1950’s, 
and further refined with a comprehen-
sive candidate screening program in  
the 1980’s. 

It was not until the Global War on 
Terrorism began that MSG Bn (as MCESG 
was still designated) accelerated its trans-
formation to meet the threat of sudden 
attack by terrorists intent on wholesale 
execution of Americans.

As a result, in 2004, when a team of 
al Qaeda terrorists assaulted the United 
States consulate in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 
a lone MSG Sergeant barred their entry, 
reacted his detachment then, between 
exchanges of Beretta, shotgun and Ka-
lashnikov fire, assisted his team in shep-
herding embassy personnel to safety and 
protecting them until the terrorist threat 
was eliminated. That Marine, Sergeant 
Manuel Matos, was awarded the Bronze 
Star with combat ‘V’ for his demonstrated 
courage and quick-thinking under fire.

The re-designation of MSG Battal-
ion to Marine Corps Embassy Security 
Group this year was an overdue acknowl-
edgement that the Battalion had not only 
outgrown battalion size—consisting at 
the time of nine “companies” each com-
manded by a Lieutenant Colonel—but 
also required diverse and specialized func-
tions—as demonstrated by their heavily-
tasked Behavioral Science, Legal, Comp-
troller and other special staff sections. 
MSG Bn evolved into MCESG through 
the expanding number of detachments, 
and through the diverse and complex  
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international challenges overcome in the 
past decades.

Today, United States citizens and 
sensitive diplomatic information remain 
valuable targets for foreign intelligence 
agents, criminals and terrorists. Embassy 
guards have always been skilled in protect-
ing against foreign intelligence collection, 
but now they must also be well-schooled 
in anti-terrorism and internal defense.

By necessity, Embassy detachments 
remain small, and so when assaults occur, 
Marine Security Guards expect to be out-
numbered by their opponents. Through 
teamwork, technology, training and lead-
ership, however, the small detachment acts 
with a single mindset. Intimately familiar 
with the building they must defend, the 
Marine Security Guard Detachment is a 
formidable adversary to any foe, and an 
asset to United States diplomacy.
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Marine Barracks 8th and i

Established in 1801, Marine Barracks 
Washington D.C., is the “Oldest Post of 
the Corps” and has been the residence of 
every Commandant of the Marine Corps 
since 1806. The selection of the site for 
the barracks was a matter of personal in-
terest to President Thomas Jefferson, who 
rode through Washington with Lieuten-
ant Colonel Commandant Bur-rows in 
search of a suitable location. The site now 
occupied was chosen due to its location 
near the Navy Yard and the fact that it 
was within easy marching distance of the 
Capitol. The Marine Barracks has also 
been home of the United States Marine 
Band since 1801. Shortly after its forma-
tion, the Band was requested to play for 
President John Adams at the Executive 
Mansion. This White House engagement 
began a tradition that has become so es-
tablished that today the names “Marine 
Band” and “President’s Own” are synon-
ymous. It was at the barracks that John 
Philip Sousa, during the time he was the 
director of the Marine Band, wrote many 
of his immortal marches. Today’s bar-
racks Marines perform many tasks in 
support of our diverse missions. These 
include light infantry training, ceremo-
nies, and presidential support duty to in-
clude a company of “8th and I” Marines 
serves at Camp David. The barracks is 
also home to the Marine Corps Institute - 
the Corps’ distance training center, which 
is responsible for all nonresident military 
education programs.

evening Parade
A 75-minute performance of mu-

sic and precision marching, the Evening 
Pa-rade features “The President’s Own” 
United States Marine Band, “The Com-
mandant’s Own” United States Marine 
Drum and Bugle Corps, and the Marine 
Corps Silent Drill Platoon. The Evening 
Parade is held every Friday evening from 
9 May through 29 August 2008. The cer-
emony starts at 8:45 p.m., beginning with 
a concert by the “President’s Own.”

how to Make Parade 
reservations

Seating for the Evening Parade re-
quires a reservation. Guests with reser-
vations are admitted beginning at 7:00 
p.m., and should arrive no later than 8 
p.m. Reservations may be made in writ-
ing, by fax, or online (for groups of 6 or 
less) at www.mbw.usmc.mil. To assure 
ample time to confirm reservations by 
return mail, requests should be addressed 
to the Protocol Officer, Marine Barracks, 
8th and I Streets, S.E. Washington, D.C. 
20390-5000. Requests made by fax should 
be faxed to the Protocol Officer at (202) 
433-4076. The request should include the 
name of the party (either group or indi-
vidual), the number of guests in the party, 
a complete return address, and a point of 
contact with a telephone number. An al-
ternate parade date should be included in 
the request in case the primary date re-
quested is unavailable.

At approximately 8:10 p.m., guests 
without reservations who are waiting 
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outside the main gate of the Barracks are 
offered unclaimed seats. Confirmations 
and gate assignments for reservation re-
quests will be made by return mail. There 
are no public parking spaces available at 
the barracks. Guests may park at Mari-
time Plaza, where a free shuttle service is 
provided to and from the Barracks. The 
first shuttle departs Maritime Plaza at  
7 p.m., and the last shuttle departs the 
Barracks at 11 p.m. For additional infor-
mation, you may call the parade informa-
tion line: (202) 433-6060.

SunSet Parade
A one-hour performance, the Sunset 

Parade features the music of “The Com-
mandant’s Own” United States Marine 
Drum and Bugle Corps, and a precision 
drill exhibition by the Marine Corps Si-
lent Drill Platoon. The Sunset Parade is 
conducted every Tuesday evening from 3 
June through 12 August 2008, beginning 
at 7 p.m. The Sunset Parade, held under 
the back-drop of the Marine Corps War 
Memorial, is open to the public at no 
charge. Reservations are not necessary. 
Spacious lawns provide ample room for 
guests to bring lawn chairs and blankets 
for informal viewing. There are no public 
parking spaces available at the memorial 
grounds on parade evenings. Guests may 
park at the Arlington National Cemetery 
Visitors’ Center for a minimal fee. A free 
shuttle service is provided from the Visi-
tors’ Center from 5 to 7 p.m., before the 
parade and from 8 to 9 p.m. following  
the parade.
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USMC HiStory PrograM

Since September 2005, the USMC 
History Program has significantly 
changed. Formerly, the USMC historical 
archives, artifacts, museum operations, 
historical reference and writing were a 
single entity that reported directly to 
Headquarters Marine Corps. However, 
the creation of the new National Museum 
of the Marine Corps (NMMC) at Quan-
tico, Virginia provided a unique opportu-
nity for the Marine Corps to consolidate 
its Historical Program under the direct 
aegis of the President, Marine Corps Uni-
versity (MCU) and during the summer of 
2005 this was accomplished. 

The new NMMC, which officially 
opened on 10 November 2006, has greatly 
exceeded all expectations, easily surpass-
ing 600,000 visitors in just its first year 
of operation. Phase I of the museum has 

been completed and planning is well un-
derway for a Phase II expansion of USMC 
museum heritage exhibits and operations. 
The museum also conducts robust public 
education and outreach programs and is 
now responsible for a rapidly expanding 
USMC combat art program. The muse-
um maintains art studios for combat art-
ists both in the museum itself and offsite. 
In conjunction with the History Divi-
sion, these artists, usually members of the 
USMC Reserve, deploy on an occasional 
basis with USMC forces conducting com-
bat operations. The artists in turn return 
to the museum and produce combat art-
work intended for potential display in the 
museum art gallery. 

Since the mid 1990s with the estab-
lishment of the Gray Research Center at 
MCU, Quantico, Virginia, the capacity 
had existed to professionalize the history 
archives formerly resident in the old (pre 
2005) USMC History Division. Accord-
ingly, following the transfer of all USMC 
historical program operations to MCU, 
the Library of the Marine Corps has been 
given full responsibility for the mainte-
nance of all historically related personal 
papers collections, current and historical 
USMC command chronologies, oral his-
tory archives, and other primary source 
material related to USMC history along 
with other various academically related 
databases and publications that the Li-
brary maintains as part of its mission. In 
essence, the Library of the Marine Corps 
now provides a fully professionalized one 
stop shop for researchers working on any 
aspect of USMC history. 
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The mission of the new History Divi-
sion (since 2005) is to write, document, 
and track the history of the Marine Corps 
across the entire spectrum of its organiza-
tional existence. USMC History Division 
historians, working within MCU and in 
close coordination with the NMMC and 
the Library of the Marine Corps, are 
charged with the documentary collection, 
writing, publication, and distribution of 
documents and accounts of permanent 
value to the history of the Corps. As such 
the USMC History Division is now divid-
ed into four individual and distinct sup-
porting branches: Histories, Reference, 
Oral History, and Field History. 

•   Histories Branch preserves and presents 
Marine Corps history through a variety of 
written products including monographs, ar-
ticles, and conference presentations. Present 
research includes production of monographs 
and occasional papers on the USMC and 
the Global War on Terror, a comprehensive 
history of the USMC in Desert Shield/Desert 

Storm, Operation Iraqi Freedom I & II and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, and traditional 
official histories of the USMC in the Korean 
War, Vietnam, and even Marines assigned to 
the Frigate Navy of the 19th Century. 

•   Historical Reference Branch maintains 
topical working files that cover five primary 
areas of interest to Marine Corps history: 
specific history subjects, biographical files 
on prominent Marines, unit, and geographic 
area files where Marines have operated in 
the past. Through these files, the branch can 
readily track and answer historical inquiries 
from a wide customer base that ranges from 
the office of the Commandant, members 
of Congress, Flag Officers, and the gen-
eral public. The branch is also tasked with 
researching and producing Unit Lineage and 
Honors certificates for over 432 individual 
USMC commands. The program also keeps 
a running record of all reported USMC 
exercises and campaigns. The branch is also 
responsible for the USMC Commemorative 
Naming program and researches history to 
ensure that USMC buildings, facilities, and 
streets are named for deserving Marines. In 
sum, the branch’s robust historical working 
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files provide an excellent and readily available 
trove of information on USMC historically 
related subjects. 

•   Oral History Branch conducts oral inter-
views with a wide variety of current and 
former Marines in support of research and 
the history writing effort of the Division as a 
whole. The branch takes a directed collec-
tion approach in that it focuses its effort and 
resources on the collection of information 
from past and present Commandants of 
the Marine Corps, senior USMC General 
Officers, prominent Marine combat veter-
ans, and general veteran accounts of past 
wars and service in that order of priority. 
The branch also gathers career interviews 
on those Marines who shaped the setting of 
policy, doctrine, or had a decided effect on 
the USMC as an institution. 

•   Field History Branch is a unique entity with-
in the History Division and manned entirely 
by reserve component Marines. These Ma-
rines become part of the Division’s Individ-
ual Mobilization Augmentee (IMA) compo-
nent and deploy on an occasional basis with 
USMC combat units operating abroad. Their 
primary mission is to collect oral history 

interviews from a wide variety of Marines 
at all levels of command and authority from 
MEF commanders all the way to individual 
Marines at the squad level. Equipped with 
digital recorders, cameras, and laptops, the 
branch is tasked with interviewing Marines 
recently engaged with enemy combatants and 
capturing historically important information 
while such data remains relatively fresh in the 
minds of those engaged and get this informa-
tion to the rear as soon as possible so that 
relevant information is available for use as 
soon as possible. 

In early 2008, as part of the MCU 
strategic plan, History Division was 
tasked with the establishment of a MCU 
Press. Since the Division already had an 
editing and design section for the pro-
duction of its historical publications, the 
creation of a MCU Press to support the 
publication of relevant academic mate-
rial made eminent sense. As such History 
Division has recently hired a senior editor 
and, in addition to its regularly produced 
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history publications, will now also pub-
lish a Strategic Studies quarterly journal 
in 2009. 

During 2008, the History Division 
embarked on a five year plan to digitize 
all its reference branch material and place 
such documents on a shared drive with 
the intent to make such material readily 
available to any and all researchers. Dur-
ing the course of the year, History Division 
has also substantially improved its website 
and is available for outsider researcher 
use at www.history.usmc.mil. Questions 
on the specific programs and operations 
of the History Division, the National Mu-
seum of the Marine Corps or the Library 
of the Marine Corps can be sent respec-
tively to charles.neimeyer@usmc.mil; 
lin.ezell@usmc.mil; and ramkeyce@grc.
usmcu.edu. 
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aPPenDiX b
acronyms & abbreviations

aaaV   advanced amphibious assault 
Vehicle (now called eFV)

aao approved acquisition objective
aap abbreviated acquisition program
aaV assault amphibious Vehicle
aaW antiair Warfare
aaWSH antiarmor Weapon System Heavy
aaWSM  advanced antitank Weapon  

System  Medium
aBC/M  activity Based Costing  

and Management
aBt air Breathing targets
aBV assault Breacher Vehicle
aC2S  airborne Command and  

Control System
aCada  automatic Chemical agent  

detector alarm
aCat acquisition Category
aCe aviation Combat element
aCM air Contingency MagtF
aCMC  assistant Commandant  

of the Marine Corps
aCp aviation Continuation pay
aCS advanced Countermine System
aCtd  advanced Concept  

technology demonstration
adCp  air defense  

Communications platform
adFC  advanced digital Fire  

Control System
adM acquisition decision Memorandum
adS advanced distributed Simulation
adS active denial System
ae assault echelon
aFatdS  advanced Field artillery tactical 

data System
aFoe assault Followon echelon
aFV armored Fighting Vehicle
agLep  advanced ground  

Laser eye protection
agS advanced gun System
aiS automated information System
ait  automated identification  

technology
aLaM advanced Land attack Missile
aLC area Learning Center
aLep amphibious Lift  
 enhancement plan

aLiCe  all purpose Lightweight  
individual Carrying equipment

aMC air Mobility Command
aMCM airborne Mine Countermeasures
aMd advanced Mine detector
aMraaM  advanced Mediumrange 

air to air Missile
anBaCiS  automated nuclear Biological  

and Chemical information System
angLiCo air naval gunfire Liaison Company
ao  acquisition objective
aoa analysis of alternatives
aor area of responsibility
ap antipersonnel
apeCS  all purpose environmental  

Clothing System
apn aircraft procurement navy
apoBS  antipersonnel obstacle  

Breaching System
apod/e  aerial port of debarkation/ 

embarkation
apS active protective System
arC aviation refueling Capability 
ardeC  army research development  

and engineering Center
arg amphibious ready group
arpa advanced research  
 projects agency
aS analysis Substation
aSd / C3i  assistant Secretary of defense 

for Command, Control,  
Communications and intelligence

aSparCS  air Surveillance and precision  
approach radar Control System

aSUW antisurface Warfare
aSVaB  armed Services  

Vocational aptitude Battery
aSW antisubmarine Warfare
at antiterrorism
at&L  acquisition, technology  

and Logistics
at/Fp antiterrorism/Force protection
ataCC  advanced tactical  

air Command Central
ataCMS army tactical Missile System
atarS  advanced tactical airborne  

reconnaissance System
atC air traffic Control



299

appendix B  acronyms & abbreviations

aTd  advanced Technology  
development

aTF amphibious Task Force
aTL advanced Tactical Laser
aTLaSS  asset Tracking Logistics  

and Supply System
aTM asynchronous Transfer Mode
aTO air Tasking Order
aVdTV  armored Vehicle driver’s  

Thermal Viewer
aVdVe  armored Vehicle driver’s  

Vision enhancer
aWe advanced Warfighting experiment
Ba Budget activity/authority
BaH Basic allowance for Housing
Bda  Battle damage assessment/ 

Bomb damage assessment
BFSa Blue Force Situational awarness
BFT Blue Force Tracker
BFV Bradley Fighting Vehicle
BMaR Backlog of Maintenance  
 and Repair
BMdO Ballistic Missile defense Office
BOS Base Operating Support
BRaC Base Realignment and Closure
BSSG Brigade Service Support Group
BST Basic Skills Trainer
BTi  Base Telecommunications  

infrastructure
BU Block Upgrade
BUMed Bureau of Medicine
BUR Bottom Up Review
BUST Basic Urban Skills Training
BV Base Vehicle
C2 Command and Control
C2pC  Command and Control  

personal Computer
C4i  Command, Control, Communica-

tions, Computers and intelligence
C4i2  Command, Control,  

Communications, Computers,  
intelligence and interoperability

C4iSR  Command, Control,  
Communications, Computers, 
intelligence Surveillance  
and Reconnaissance

Ca  Civil affairs

CaC2S  Common aviation Command  
and Control System

CaCCTUS  Combined arms Command and  
Control Training Upgrade System

CaeMS  Computer aided embarkation  
Management System

CaM Chemical agent Monitor
CaOCL  Center for advanced Operational 

Culture Learning
CaRaT  Cooperation afloat  

Readiness and Training
CaST  Combined arms Staff Trainer
CaSTFOReM  Combined arms and Support  

Task Force evaluation Model
CaTF  Commander amphibious  

Task Force
Cax Combined arms exercise
CBiRF   Chemical Biological incident  

Response Force
CBiS  Chemical Biological  

individual Sampler
CBMRFS  Concept Based Munitions  

Requirement System
CBRne  Chemical Biological Radiological  

nuclear explosive
CBV Combat Breacher Vehicle
CCa Clinger Cohan act
CCd Charged Couple device
CCS  COMinT Collection Subsystem
Cd Counter/drug
Cd&i Combat development and            
 integration
CdpU Computer data processing Unit
CdR Critical design Review
CdRUSeUCOM Commander european Command
CdS Combat development System
Ce Command element
CeC Cooperative engagement  
 Capability
CeCM  Communications electronic  

Countermeasures
CenTCOM Central Command
CeTO  Center for emerging Threats  

and Opportunities
CeTpS  Cooperative engagement  

Transmission processing Set
CFaC Clear Facilities 
CFC Combined Forces Command
CG Commanding General
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Ci/HUMint  Counterintelligence/  
Human intelligence

Cia Central intelligence agency
CiC Combat integration Capability
Cid Combat identification
CigSS  Common imagery ground/ 

Surface System
CinC Commander in Chief
CCent Commander, Central Command
CeUr Commander, europe
CJFCoM  Commander, Joint Forces  

Command
CLantFLt Commander, atlantic Fleet
CLrF Common Laser range Finder
CLS Contractor Logistics Support
CMo Civil Military operations
CpaCFLt Commander, pacific Fleet
CSoUtH Commander, Southern Command
Cio Chief information officer
CJCS Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
CJF Commander Joint Force
CJtF Commander Joint task Force
CLaSS  Closed Loop artillery  

Simulation System
CLaWS  Complementary Low altitude  

Weapons System
CLC2S  Common Logistics Command  

and Control System
CM Consequence Management
CMC Commandant of the  
 Marine Corps
CMV Combat Mobility Vehicle
Cna  Computer network attack
Cnd Computer network defensse
Cne Computer network exploitation
C na Center for naval analyses
Cno Chief of naval operations
CoBra  Coastal Battlefield  

reconnaissance analysis
CoC Combat operations Center
Coe Common operating environment
Coe Concept of employment
CoMint Communications intelligence
CoMMarForeUr  Commander, US Marine Forces, 

europe
CoMMarForCoM  Commander, US Marine Forces, 

Command

CoMMarForpaC  Commander, US Marine Forces, 
pacific

CoMMarForreS  Commander, US Marine Forces, 
reserve

CoMnaV Communication navigation
CoMSeC Communications Security
CoMUSnaVCent  Commander US navy  

Central Command
CoMUSnaVeUr Commander US navy europe
CoMUSnaVpaC Commander US navy pacific
CoMUSpaCoM Commander pacific Command
Condor Command and Control on-the- 
 Move network, digital over the  
 Horizon relay
ConpLan Contingency plan
ConUS Continental United States
Cop Common operational picture
CorM  Commission on roles and  

Missions of the armed Forces
CotS Commercial off the Shelf
Cp Command post
Cpa Chairman’s program assessment
Cpe Collective protective environment
Cpg Commandant’s planning guidance
Cpr Chairman’s program review
CpU Central processing Unit
Cpx Command post exercise
CQB Close Quarters Battle
Cr Combat requirement
CrdeC  Chemical research development 

and engineering Center
Crop  Common relevant  

operating picture
CrS Canteen refilling System
CSar Combat Search and rescue
CSg Carrier Strike group
CSS Combat Service Support
CSSd  Combat Service Support  

detachment
CSSe Combat Service Support element
CSSe Sde  Combat Service Support element  

Shared data environment
Ct Counter terrorism
Cti Central tire inflation
Ctn Composite tracking network
CtoL Conventional take off  
 and Landing
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CTp Common Tactical picture
CTT Commanders Tactical Terminal
CV Conventional aircraft Carrier
CVBG Carrier Battle Group
CVW Carrier air Wing
CWaR Continuous Wave acquisition Radar
CWT Customer Wait Time
CY Calendar Year
da direct action
daB defense acquisition Board
daCT  data automated  

Communications Terminal
daMa demand assigned Multiple access
daRp  defense airborne  

Reconnaissance program
daRpa  defense advanced  

Research projects agency
daRT defense assistance  
 Response Team
daSC direct air Support Center
daWMS deep attack Weapons Mix Study
dBBL dismounted Battlespace  
 Battle Lab
dBOF defense Business Operations Fund
dCGS  distribute Common Ground Systems
dC, i&L   deputy Commandant for  

installations and Logistics
dCp defense Cryptologic program
dCU dynamic Component Upgrade
ddG Guided Missile destroyer
ddS data distribution System
dep delayed entry program
depTeMpO deployment Tempo
dF direction Finding
dFT deployments for Training
dGiap  defense General intelligence  

and applications program
dHp defense Health Care program
dHS defense HUMinT Service
dia defense intelligence agency
diCp  defense intelligence  

Counterdrug program
diMap  defense imagery and  

Mapping program
diS distributed interactive Simulation
diSa  defense information  

Systems agency

diSTp defense Special Technology  
 program
diTp  defense intelligence  

Tactical program
dJCip  defense Joint  

Counterintelligence program
dL distance Learning
dLC distance Learning Center
dLi defense Language institute
dMRd  defense Management  

Review decision
dMS defense Messaging System
dMSO  defense Modeling and  

Simulation Office
dMSS defense Medical  
 Surveillance System
dOa days of ammunition
dod department of defense
don department of the navy
dOS days of Supply
doS department of State
dOTMLpF  doctrine, Organization, Training, 

Material, Leadership & education, 
personnel, and Facilities

dpG defense planning Guidance
dpp defense program projection
dpRB  defense planning and  

Resources Board
dR digital Radiography
dSCS  defense Satellite  

Communications System
dSn defense Switched network
dSRp  defense Space  

Reconnaissance program
dST decision Support Tools
dT developmental Test
dTC digital Technical Control
dTS defense Transportation System
dWTS pip  digital Wideband  

Transmission System product 
improvement program

ea electronic attack
eaF expeditionary air Field
eBFL extended Boom Forklift
edM engineering development Model
eFSS expeditionary Fire Support System
eFV  expeditionary Fighting Vehicle  

(Formerly aaaV)
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eHF extremely High Frequency
eLB extended Littoral Battlespace
eLint electronics intelligence
eMaiL electronic Mail
eMd  engineering and  

Manufacturing development
eMW expeditionary Maneuver Warfare
enBC enhanced nBC Capability
eo electro optical
eoB  electronic order of Battle/  

enemy order of Battle
eod explosive ordnance and disposal
eoM echelon of Maintenance
ep electronic protection
epLrS  enhanced position  

Location reporting System
epUU enhanced pLrS User Units
ergM extended range guided Munitions
erip  engine reliability  

improvement program
eroWpU  enhanced reverse osmosis  

Water purification Unit
erp engine reliability program
eS equipment Suit
eSF expeditionary Strike Force
eSg expeditionary Strike group
eSp extended Service program
eSS  electronics intelligence (eLint)  

Support System
etSS extended training Service Specialist
eUL economic Useful Life
eUt end User terminal
eW electronic Warfare
FaC Forward air Controller
Farp Forward arming refueling point
FaSCaM Family of Scatterable Mines
FaSt Fleet antiterrorism Security team
FatS Fire arms training System
FaV Fast attack Vehicle
FCip Foreign Counterintelligence  
 program
FdC Fire direction Center
FdnF Forward deployed naval Forces
FdS Field development System
Fea Front end analysis
Feo Forcible entry operations
Fep Firepower enhancement program

Fex Field exercise
FH Frequency Hopping
FHMC Family Housing Marine Corps
Fie Fly in echelon
FiiU Force imagery interpretation Unit
FiM Family of improved Mortars
Fipp Final integration and  
 proveout phase 
FLC Functional Learning Center
FLpp Foreign Language proficiency pay
FM Frequency Modulation
FMF Fleet Marine Force
Fo Forward observer
FoB Forward operating Base
FoC Full operational Capability
FoF Floating offshore Facility
FoM Family of Munitions
FoS Family of Systems
FotS  Follow on to Shoulder Launched 

Multipurpose assault Weapon 
(SMaW)

Fott Follow-onto-toW
FoV Family of Vehicles
Fp Force protection
FpLiF Field pack Large with  
 internal Frame
FpU Front power Unit
Frp Fleet response plan
Frp Full rate production
FrSS  Forward resuscitative  

Surgery System
FSC2S  Fire Support Command  

and Control System
FSCC Fire Support Coordination Center
FSed Full Scale engineering  
 development
FSrM  Facilities Sustainment  

restoration and Modernization
FSSg Force Service Support group
Fte Full time equivalent
FtL Far target Location
FtS Full time Support
FtSS Family of tactical Soft Shelters
FUe First Units equipped
FY Fiscal Year
FYdp Future Year defense plan
FYep Five Year experimentation plan
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GBS Global Broadcast Service
GCCS  Global Command  

and Control System
GCe Ground Combat element
GCS Ground Control Station
GCSS Global Combat Support System
GCSS-MC  Global Combat Support System- 

Marine Corps
Gdip  General defense  

intelligence program
GiG Global information Grid
GLpS Gun Laying and positioning System
GMe Garrison Mobile equipment
GMF Ground Mobile Forces
GOpLaT Gas and Oil platform
GOTS Government off the Shelf
Gp General purpose
GpR Ground processing Requirement
GpS Global positioning System
GTn Global Transportation network
GWOT Global War on Terrorism
HaRM High Speed antiRadiation Missile
HaW Heavy antiarmor Weapon
He High explosive
HeMTT  Heavy expanded Mobility  

Tactical Truck
HeRCULeS  Heavy equipment Recovery Combat 

Utility Lift and evacuation System
HF High Frequency
HHMMWV  Heavy Variant High Mobility  

Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle
HiMaRS  High Mobility artillery  

Rocket System
HLa High Level architecture
HLCaC Heavy Lift Landing Craft  
 air Cushion
HMd High Mobility downsize
HMH Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron
HMLa  Marine Light attack  

Helicopter Squadron
HMM  Marine Medium  

Helicopter Squadron
HMMWV  High Mobility Multipurpose  

Wheeled Vehicle
HMx Marine Helicopter Squadron 1
HnS Host nation Support
HQMC Headquarters, Marine Corps

HSV High Speed Vessel
HUd Headsup display
HUMinT Human Source intelligence
HWM High Water Mark
HWTS Heavy Weapons Thermal Sight
i2 image intensification
ia information assurance
iaC intelligence analysis Center
iaS intelligence analysis System
iCad individual Chemical agent detector
iCCe  individual Combat Clothing  

and equipment
idaSC improved direct air Support Center
idiQ  indefinite duration,  

indefinite Quantity Contract
ied improvised explosive device
iFaV interim Fast attack Vehicle
iFF identification Friend or Foe
iHR inextremis Hostage Rescue
iiCS integrated infantry Combat System
iLBe improved Load Bearing equipment
iLC integrated Logistics Capability
iMa individual Mobilization augmentees
iMi interactive Multimedia instruction
iMinT imagery intelligence
inFOSeC information Security
inRMp  integrated natural Resource  

Management plans
inS inertial navigation System
inTeL intelligence 
iO information Operations
iOC initial Operational Capability
iOT initial Operational Test
iOT&e  initial Operational Test  

and evaluation
iOW  intelligence Operations  

Workstations
ipT integrated product/process Team
iR infrared
iR3B  integrated Resources and  

Requirements Review Board
iRaM  improved Reliability  

and Maintainability

iROan inspect and Repair Only as  
 necessary
iRR individual Ready Reserve
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irV improved recovery Vehicle
iS information Systems
iSdn integrated Services digital network
iSMte  indoor Simulated Marksmanship 

trainer enhanced
iSMt  indoor Simulated  

Marksmanship trainer
iSo  international organization  

for Standardization
iSp internet Service provider
iSr  intelligence, Surveillance  

and reconnaissance
iSSa interService Support agreement
it information technology
itaS improved target acquisition System
itV internally transportable Vehicle
iWar integrated Warfare architecture
JaC Joint analysis Center
JBpdS  Joint Biological point  

detection System
JCad Joint Chemical agent detector
JCaS Joint Close air Support
JCatS  Joint Conflict and  

tactical Simulation
JCd&e  Joint Concept development  

and experimentation
JCidS  Joint Capabilities integration  

and development System 
JCS Joint Chiefs of Staff
JdaM Joint direct attack Munitions
JFaCC  Joint Force air  

Component Commander
JFC Joint Force Commander
JFCoM Joint Forces Command
JFLCC  Joint Force Land  

Component Commander
JFMCC  Joint Force Maritime  

Component Commander
JHSV Joint High Speed Vessel
Ji&i Joint integration and  
 interoperability
JiatFe Joint interagency task Force east
JiatFW Joint interagency task Force West
JiC Joint intelligence Center
Jipt Joint integrated product team
JLUS Joint Land Use Studies
JM JtidS Module
JMaC Joint Maritime assault Connector

JMa/Sa Joint Mission area/Support area
JMaa /JMna  Joint Mission area analysis /  

Joint Mission need analysis
JMaSS  Joint Modeling and  

Simulation System
JMCiS UB  Joint Maritime Command  

information System Unified Build
JMip Joint Military intelligence program
JnLWd  Joint nonLethal Weapons  

directorate
JnLWp Joint nonLethal Weapons program
JnMS Joint network Management System
Joa Joint operations area
JopeS  Joint operation planning  

and execution System
JotS Joint operational tactical System
JpoBio  Joint program office  

for Biological defense
JroC  Joint requirements  

oversight Council
JSCp Joint Strategic Capabilities plan
JSead  Joint Suppression of  

enemy air defenses
JSF Joint Strike Fighter
JSFxd  Joint Service Fixed Site  

decontamination
JSiMS Joint Simulation System
JSLiSt  Joint Service Lightweight  

integrated Suit technology
JSLnBCrS  Joint Service Light nBC  

reconnaissance System
JSLSCad  Joint Services Lightweight  

Chemical Standoff agent detector
JSoC Joint Special operations Command
JSoW Joint Standoff Weapon
JStarS  Joint Surveillance target 

attack radar System
JtF Joint task Force
JtF HQ Joint task Force Headquarters
JtidS  Joint tactical information  

distribution System
JtrS Joint tactical radio System
JUW Joint Urban Warfare
JWarn  Joint Warning and  

reporting network
JWarS Joint Warfare System
JWCa  Joint Warfighting  

Capability assessment
JWFC Joint Warfighting Center
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JWid  Joint Warrior interoperability  
demonstrations

JWTC  Joint Warfare Training Center/  
Jungle Warfare Training Center

Kpp Key performance parameter
Laad Low altitude air defense
Laad Low altitude air defense Battalion
Lan Local area network
LaR Light armored Reconnaissance
LaV Light armored Vehicle
LaV SLep LaV Service Life extension  
 program
LaVad Light armored Vehicle air defense
LaVM Light armored Vehicle  Mortar
LaVFiST  LaV Full Crew interactive  

Simulator Trainer
LCaC Landing Craft air Cushion
LCM Life Cycle Management
LCU(R) Landing Craft Utility Replacement
LeWdd  Lightweight early Warning  

detection device
LHa   amphibious assault Ship  

General purpose
LHa (R) amphibious assaut Ship  
 Replacement
LHd  amphibious assault  

Ship, Multipurpose
LiC Low intensity Conflict
LKa amphibious Stores Ship
LLdR  Lightweight Laser  

designator Rangefinder
LLi Long Lead item
LMCC Logistics Movement Control Center
LMe Lightweight Maintenance  
 enclosure
LMR Land Mobile Radio
LMRS  Longterm Mine  

Reconnaissance System
LMS Lightweight Multipurpose Shelter
LMSR  Large, Medium-Speed,  

Roll-on/Roll-off (ship)
LMST  Lightweight Multiband  

Satellite Terminals

LnBCRS  Lightweight nuclear Biological and 
Chemical Reconnaissance System

LOe Limited Objective experiment
LOGaiS  Logistics automated  

information System
Lp/Op Listening post/Observation post
Lpd amphibious Transport dock [Ship]
LpH amphibious assault Ship Helicopter
Lpp Littoral penetration point
LRa Local Registration authority
LRC Learning Resource Center
LRip Low Rate initial production
LRLap Long Range Land attack projectile
LSd Landing Ship dock
LST  Laser Spot Trackers/  

Landing Ship Tank/ Troop
LTa Launch Tube assembly
LTVR Light Tactical Vehicle Replacement
LVS Logistics Vehicle System
LW155 Lightweight 155mm Howitzer
LWH Lightweight Helmet
M&S Modeling & Simulation
Maa Mission area analysis
MaCCS  Marine air Command  

and Control System
MaCe  MeF augmentation  

Command element
MaCG Marine air Control Group
MaCp Marine aviation Campaign plan
MaCS Marine air Control Squadron
MaG Marine aircraft Group
MaGTFTC  Marine Corps air Ground Task 

Force Training Command
MaGiS  Marine air Ground  

intelligence System
MaGTF Marine air Ground Task Force
MaLS Marine aviation Logistics Squadron
MaRCenT Marine Forces Central Command
MaRCORMaTCOM Marine Corps Material Command
MaRCORSYSCOM Marine Corps System Command
MaRdiV Marine division
MaRFOR Marine Forces
MaRFORCOM Marine Forces Command
MaRFOReUR Marine Forces europe
MaRFORpaC Marine Forces pacific
MaRFORReS Marine Forces Reserve
MaRFORSOUTH Marine Forces South
MaRineneT Marine Corps Learning network
MaRS  Marine aviation  

Requirements Study
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MaSint  Measurement and  
Signature intelligence

MatCaLS  Marine air traffic Control  
and Landing System

MCatCd  Marine Corps air traffic 
Control detachment

MaW Marine aircraft Wing
MaW Medium antiarmor Weapon
MaWtS1  Marine aviation Weapons and 

tactics Squadron  one
MBC Mortar Ballistic Computer
Mbps Megabits per second
MBSt Marine Battle Skills training
MBt Main Battle tank
MCarMS  Marine Corps ammunition  

requirements Management 
System

MCaS Marine Corps air Station
MCB Marine Corps Base
MCCdC  Marine Corps Combat  

development Command
MCCpip  Marine Corps Continuous  

process improvement program
MCCS Marine Corps Community Services
MCCUU  Marine Corps Combat  

Utility Uniform
MCdn Marine Corps data network
MCen Marine Corps enterprise network
MCFSS Marine Corps Fire Support System
MCHS  Marine Corps Common  

Hardware Suite
MCi Marine Corps institute
MCia Marine Corps intelligence activity
MCiSU Marine Corps imagery Support Unit
MCLCp  Marine Corps Logistics  

Campaign plan
MCM Mine Countermeasures
MCMap Marine Corps Martial arts program
MCMp Marine Corps Master plan
MCMSo  Marine Corps Modeling and  

Simulation Management office
MCMWtC  Marine Corps Mountain Warfare 

training Center
MCnr Military Construction navy reserve
MCon Military Construction
MCotea  Marine Corps operational test 

and evaluation activity
MCp Mission Capability package

MCpon  Master Chief petty officer  
of the navy

MCpp Marine Corps planning process
MCrC Marine Corps recruiting Command
MCSF Marine Corps Security Forces
MCSSC2  Marine Combat Service Support 

Command and Control
MCt Marine Combat training
MCteep  Marine Corps training exercise 

employment plan
MCtSSa  Marine Corps tactical System  

Support activity
MCWL  Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory
Mda Milestone decision authority
MdC Material distribution Center
MdSS  MagtF deployment  

Support System
MeB Marine expeditionary Brigade
MeB (ae)  Marine expeditionary Brigade  

assault echelon
MeB (at)  Marine expeditionary Brigade  

(antiterrorism)
MCCeS  Marine Corps Communications  

and electronics School
MeF Marine expeditionary Force
MeFFV  MagtF expeditionary Family  

of Fighting Vehicles
Mep Mobile electric power
Mep Marine enhancement program
MeU Marine expeditionary Unit
MeU (SoC)  Marine expeditionary Unit  

(Special operations Capable)
MeWSS  Mobile electronic  

Warfare Support System
MeWSSpip  Mobile electronic Warfare  

Support System product  
improvement program

MFK Mobile Field Kitchen
MFoM MLrS Family of Munitions
MHe Materials Handling equipment
Mhz Megahertz
Mia Missing in action
MiidS  Military integrated  

intelligence data System
MiLCon Military Construction navy
MiLdeC Military deception
MiLeS  Multiple integrated Laser  

engagement System
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MiLSTaR Military Strategic and Tactical Relay
MiO Maritime interdiction Operations
MLa Medium Lift alternative
MLG Marine Logistics Group
MLp Mobile Landing platform (ship)
MLRS Multiple Launch Rocket System
MLS Marine Load System
MMS Marine Mammal System
MnS Mission needs Statement
MOa Memorandum of agreement
MOL Marine on Line  
MOLLe  Modular Lightweight  

Load Carrying equipment 
MOOTW Military Operations Other than War
MOpp Mission Oriented protective posture
MOS Military Occupational Specialty
MOU Memorandum of Understanding
MOUT Military Operations in Urban Terrain
MpF Maritime prepositioning Force
MpF (e)  Maritime prepositioning Force 

(enhanced) 
MpF (F)  Maritime prepositioning Force 

(Future) 
MpiM Multipurpose individual Munition
MpMC Military personnel Marine Corps
MpS Maritime prepositioning Ships
MpSROn  Maritime prepositioning  

Ships Squadron
MRap Mine Resistant ambush protected
MRB  MROC Review Board
MROC  Marine Requirements  

Oversight Council
MRp Maintenance of Real property
MRRS MultiRole Radar System
MRS Mobility Requirements Study
MSBL MaGTF Software Baseline
MSC Military Sealift Command
MSC Major Subordinate Command
MSe Major Subordinate element
MSG Marine Security Guard Battalion
MSTp MaGTF Staff Training program
MTaCCS  Marine Tactical Command and 

Control System
MTid MiLeS Target interface device

MTVR  Medium Tactical Vehicle  
Replacement

MTWS MaGTF Warfare Simulation
MULe Modular Universal Laser equipment
MWS Modular Weapon System
MWSG Marine Wing Support Group
MWSS Marine Wing Support Squadrons
MWTS Medium Weapon Thermal Sight
naF non–appropriated Funds
naLMeB norway air Landed MeB
napdd  non–acquisition Category  

program definition document
naS naval air Station
naTO north atlantic Treaty Organization
naVFLiR navigation Forward Looking infrared
nBC nuclear, Biological and Chemical
nCO noncommissioned Officer
nCSe (d)  downsized enhanced net  

Control Station
ndi non–developmental item
ndp national defense panel
ndSS network data Storage Solution
neF naval expeditionary Force
neO  noncombatant evacuation  

Operations
neSea  naval electronics System  

engineering activity
nFCS naval Fires Control System
nFip  national Foreign  

intelligence program
niMa  national imagery  

and Mapping agency
nipRneT  nonsecure internet protocol  

Routed network
nLW non–Lethal Weapons
nM nautical Miles
nMCB/R  naval Mobile Construction  

Battalion/ Regiment
nMCi navy Marine Corps intranet
nMS national Military Strategy
nOS network Operating System
nRL naval Research Lab
nRT near Real Time
nSe naval Support equipment/  
 element
nSFS naval Surface Fire Support

nTCSa  naval Tactical Command  
System afloat
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ntiS night thermal imagery System
ntS night targeting System
nVg night Vision goggles 
o&MMC  operation and Maintenance  

Marine Corps
o&MMCr  operation and Maintenance  

Marine Corps reserve
oeF operation enduring Freedom
oiF operation iraqi Freedom
oeo other expeditionary operations
oMCM organic Mine Countermeasure
oMFtS operational Maneuver From the Sea
one operation noble eagle
onr office of naval research
onW operation northern Watch
ooda observe, orient, decide, act
ootW operations other than War
opeVaL operational evaluation
opLan operation plan
opp offload preparation party
opSeC operations Security
opteMpo operational tempo
ord  operational requirements  

document
oSa operational Support airlift
oSd office of the Secretary of defense
oSW operation Southern Watch
ot&e operational test and evaluation
oteip  overseas tour extension  

incentive program
otH over–the–Horizon
otV outer tactical Vest
pa public affairs
paa primary aircraft authorization
paCoM pacific Command
panMC  procurement, ammunition  

navy and Marine Corps
paSgt  personal armor System  

ground troops
pCS permanent Change of Station
pdea power driven excavating arm
pdr preliminary design review
pdrr  program definition  

and risk reduction
peo program execution officer
perSteMpo  personnel tempo 
pgM precision guided Munitions

pgS precision gunnery System
pgtS precision gunnery training System
pip product improvement program
pitS portable infantry target System
pKi public Key infrastructure
pLgSr  precision Lightweight global  

positioning System receiver
pLrS position Location reporting System
pM program Manager
pMC procurement Marine Corps
pMe professional Military education
pod port of debarkation
poe port of embarkation
poM program objective Memorandum
poW prisoner of War
pp&o plans, policies and operations
ppBeS  planning, programming, Budgeting, 

and execution System
ppV public/private Ventures
p&r programs and resources
pr personnel recovery
prg program review group
pSd propulsion System demonstrator
pSYop psychological operations
pWrMS  prepositioned War reserve  

Material Stocks
Qdr Quadrennial defense review
QoL Quality of Life
QUadCon Quadruple Containers
r&d research and development
r2d2  radio reconnaissance 

distribution device
r2p2 rapid response planning process
r3B  resources and requirements  

review Board
raC riverine assault Craft
raM  reliability, availability and  

Maintainability
raM/rS  reliability, availability and  

Maintainability/rebuild to Standard
raMd  reliability, availability,  

Maintainability and durability
rCt repair Cycle time
rdK rapid deployment Kitchen
rdt&e  research development  

test and evaluation
retS remote engagement target System
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RF Radio Frequency
RFp Request for proposal
RHC Ruggedized Handheld Computer
RiS Range instrumentation System
RMHS Remote Mine Hunting System
RMS Remote Mine Hunting System
RO/RO Rollon/Rolloff
ROC Required Operation Capability
ROe Rules of engagement
ROWpU  Reserve Osmosis  

Water purification Unit
RpMC Reserve personnel Marine Corps
RRC Rigid Raiding Craft
RSO&i  Reception, Staging, Onward  

Movement and integration
S&T Science and Technology
SaG Surface action Group
Sapi Small arms protective insert
SaR Search and Rescue
SaTCOM Satellite Communications
SC  Security Cooperation
SCG Security Cooperation Guidance
SCn Shipbuilding and Conversion navy
SCT Smart Card Technology
Sdd  System development  

and demonstration
Sde Shared data environment
SdS Sorbent decontamination System
Se Supporting establishment
SeaL  Sea, air, Land  

(Military Special Force Member)
SeCRep Secondary Repairables
Sep Soldier enhancement program
SHade Shared data environment
SHF Super High Frequency
SHORad Short Range air defense
SidS  Secondary imagery  

dissemination System
Sie Systems integration environment
SiGinT Signals intelligence
SinCGaRS  Single Channel Ground  

and airborne Radio System
SipRneT  Secret internet protocol  

Routed network
SLep Service Life extension program
SLOC Sea Lines of Communication

SLRp  Survey Liaison  
& Reconnaissance party

SMaRTT  Secure Mobile anti–Jam  
Reliable Tactical Terminal

SMaW  Shoulder Launched  
Multipurpose assault Weapon

SMCM Surface Mine Countermeasures
SMCR Selected Marine Corps Reserve
SMMC Sergeant Major of the  
 Marine Corps
SnCO Staff noncommissioned Officer
SOa Sustained Operations ashore
SOC Special Operations Capable
SOi School of infantry
SOneT Synchronization Optical network
SOUTHCOM Southern Command
SpaCeCOM Space Command
SpaWaR  Space and naval Warfare  

System Command
SpMaGTF  Special purpose Marine  

airGround Task Force
SpMaGTF(x)  Special purpose MaGTF  

(experimental)
SpOd/e  Surface port of debarkation/ 

embarkation
SRaW Short Range antitank Weapon
SRB Selective Reenlistment Bonus
SRR Strategic and Residual Requirement
SRU Shop Replacement Units
SSCC SpaWaR Systems Center  
 Charleston
ST Science and Technology
STaMiS  Standard Management 

information Systems
STaRT  SHF Tri–Band advanced Range 

extension Terminal
STOM Ship to Objective Maneuver
STOVL Short Takeoff and Vertical Landing
STRaTCOM Strategic Command
SUBd Small Unit Biological detector
SURC Small Unit Riverine Craft
SURSS Small Unit Remote Scouting System
SWa Southwest asia 
SWMCM  Shallow Water Mine  

Countermeasures
SZ Surf Zone
T/M/S Type/Model/Series
Tacair Tactical aviation
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taCC tactical air Command Center
taCo tactical Communications
taCoM  US army tank automotive &  

armaments Command
tad towed artillery digitization
tad temporary additional duty
taoC tactical air operations Center
taoM tactical air operations Module
t-aKe dry Cargo / ammunition Ship
taVB aviation Logistics Support Ship
tBd to Be determined
tBM tactical Ballistic Missile
tBMCS  theater Battle  

Management Core System
tBMd theater Ballistic Missile defense
tCaC  technical Control  

and analysis Center
tCC tactical Communications Center
tCiM  tactical Communications 

interface Module
tCo tactical Combat operations
tCS tactical Control Station
tdCp  tactical data  

Communications processor
tdMa time division Multiple access
tdn tactical data network
tdS tactical data System
teCoM training and education Command
teg tactical exploitation group
teMp test and evaluation Master plan
tepop  training and education  

point of presence
terpeS  tactical electronic reconnaissance 

processing and evaluation System
teSS  tactical engagement  

Simulation System
tetS third echelon test Sets
tFdSS total Force decision  
 Support System
tFSMS total Force Structure Management  
 System
tHS target Handoff Subsystem
tiM toxic industrial Materials
tLaM tomahawk Land attack Missile
tLdHS  target Location designation  

and Handoff System
tMipM  theater Medical information  

program (Maritime)

toa total obligation authority
tor terms of reference
toW  tube Launched optically  

tracked Wire guided Missile
tpC topographic production Capability
tpCS team portable Collection System
tpFdd/L  time phased Force 

deployment data/List
tQg tactical Quiet generator
traM  tractor rubbertired articulated 

Steering Multipurpose
tranSCoM transportation Command
trap  tactical recovery of  

aircraft and personnel
tre tactical receive equipment
trHS tray ration Heating System
tritaC triService tactical Communications
trSS tactical remote Sensor System
tSoC  theater Special  

operations Commands
tSoF  technical Support of  

operating Forces
tSS target Sight System
ttp tactics, techniques and procedures
tUgV  tactical Unmanned ground Vehicles
tUVM tactical Unmanned Vehicle Medium
tWgSS  tank Weapon gunnery  

Simulator System
tWS thermal Weapons Sight
tWSeaS  tactical Warfare Simulation  

evaluation & analysis System
UaV Unmanned aerial Vehicle
UCp Unified Command plan
Udp Unit deployment program
UgV Unmanned ground Vehicle
UHF Ultra High Frequency
ULCS Unit Level Circuit Switch
UMCM Undersea Mine Countermeasures
UnC United nations Command (Korea)
UnitaS  an annual US Southern  

Command–sponsored series  
of exercises in South america

UnMiH United nations Mission in Haiti
UnoSoM United nations operations Somalia
UnproFor  United nations protection Force 

(Bosnia)
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USCenTCOM United States Central Command
USeUCOM United States european Command
USJFC  United States  

Joint Forces Command
USMaRCenT  US Marine Corps Forces,  

Central Command
USMaRFORK US Marine Corps Forces, Korea
USMC United States Marine Corps
USpaCOM United States pacific Command
USSOCOM US Special Operations Command
USSOUTHCOM United States Southern Command
UUV Unmanned Underwater Vehicle
V/STOL Vertical/Short Takeoff and Landing
VHF Very High Frequency
VMa Marine attack Squadron
VMaQ  Marine Tactical electronic  

Warfare Squadron
VMFa Marine Fighter/attack Squadron
VMFa(aW)  Marine all Weather  

Fighter/attack Squadron
VMGR  Marine aerial Refuel and  

Transport Squadron
VMM Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron

VMMT  Marine Medium Tiltrotor  
Training Squadron

VMU  Marine Unmanned  
aerial Vehicle Squadron

VSW Very Shallow Water

VTOL Vertical Takeoff and Landing

VVT Video Teletraining

Wan Wide area network

WHnS Wartime Host nation Support

WMd Weapons of Mass destruction

WnW Wideband networking Waveform

Wpn Weapons procurement navy

WRMR  War Reserve Munitions  
Requirement

WTi Weapons and Tactics instructor
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